CLIENT’S REQUEST FOR ARBITRATION OF A FEE DISPUTE

Complete & Mail this form to: 





COUNTY BAR USE ONLY

Santa Barbara County Bar Association




 FILING FEE RECEIVED_

15 W Carrillo Street #106





 DATE AMOUNT

Santa Barbara, CA 93101





__________________________

805-569-5511

director@sblaw.org

1) Please print or type.

CLIENT: 




ATTORNEY (with whom there is a dispute):

_________________________________
____________________________________

NAME 





NAME

_________________________________________
_____________________________________________

BOX OR STREET ADDRESS 
EMAIL

BOX OR STREET ADDRESS

EMAIL
_________________________________________
_____________________________________________

CITY 

STATE 

ZIP

 CITY 

STATE 

ZIP

_________________________________________
_____________________________________________

AREA CODE
 BUSINESS NO.   HOME NO.

 AREA 
CODE BUSINESS NO.
HOME NO.

2) If you are or will be represented by an attorney in the arbitration, please provide name, address and phone number:
__________________________________________
____________________________________________

NAME 





FIRM

__________________________________________
____________________________________________

BOX OR STREET ADDRESS 


AREA CODE /TELEPHONE NO

___________________________________________


CITY 
 STATE 


ZIP

3) a. When were the legal services rendered (for which there is a fee dispute)____________

    b. In what city and county were the legal services rendered:________________________

    c. What type of case is involved in the dispute (divorce, criminal, etc.)?_______________

4) Do you have a written fee agreement? (If yes, attach copy) 

Yes No 

5) Has the attorney filed a suit against you to collect the fees? 

Yes No 

             (If yes, attach a copy of the complaint.)

       If you have been sued, have you answered the suit? 


Yes No 

6) Have you filed a civil lawsuit against the attorney? 


Yes No 

7) Did the attorney give you written notice of your right to arbitration? 
Yes No 

        On what date did you receive the written notice:


___________________

DD/MM/YYYY

8) Were the fees ordered by the court or set by statute?


 Yes No 
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9) How much does the attorney currently claim you owe and have not paid?
  











9.___________

10) How much of the amount in #9, if any, do you think the fee should be? 












10.__________

11) Subtract the #10 amount from the #9 amount, and then add the amount 
you have already paid that you think should be refunded, if any.
This is the disputed amount.






11.__________

12) Your filing fee is determined by your answer to question 11.
a) For all disputes, please enter $100 in 12a. 
 (This portion of the filing fee is non-refundable.) 


12. a.________

b) For disputes involving more than $2,000, but less than $10,000,
 the filing fee is $100 (non-refundable) plus five percent (5%) of 
the amount in dispute in excess of $2,000. Enter in 12b 5% of the 
amount in dispute in excess of $2,000.



12. b._________

c) For disputes involving $10,000 or more, the filing fee is $500 
($100 of which is non-refundable), plus 7% of the amount in 
dispute in excess of $10,000, but in no case shall the fee arbitration 
filing fee exceed $5,000. Enter in12c $400 ($500 -$100 in 12a), plus 
7% of the amount in dispute in excess of $10,000.


12. c. _________
c) Add line 12a and 12b and 12c for total filing fee.


 12. d._________

Make check payable to the Santa Barbara County Bar Association.

13) Please give a description of the fee dispute. Attach additional sheets as necessary.___

14) Arbitration is non-binding unless both the attorney and client agree to binding arbitration. If you or the attorney do not choose binding arbitration and are not satisfied with the award given, you have the right to file in the appropriate civil court for a new trial within 30 days of the date the “Findings and Award” is mailed to you. If neither you nor the Attorney file for a new trial within this 30 day period, the award automatically becomes final and binding.

If you and the attorney both agree to make the arbitration BINDING, a new trial may not be requested and the award will be final and binding on both parties.

I agree to binding arbitration 

Yes [ ]

 No [ ]

15) All fee disputes in which the disputed amount is $25,000 or less are heard by one (1) arbitrator. If the disputed amount is more than $25,000, the dispute is heard by three (3) arbitrators. If both you and the attorney agree, you can have the dispute heard by a single (1) arbitrator even if the disputed amount is more than $25,000.

I agree to one arbitrator 

Yes [ ] 

No. [ ]
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16) Clients have the option of selecting one attorney who practices in civil or criminal law.

I exercise my option for a 
[ ] civil law attorney 

[ ] criminal law attorney

17) An arbitrator or panel will be appointed. You will be contacted directly to ascertain a mutually convenient time for an arbitration hearing. Dates that are not convenient within the next 60 days are: ________________________________________________________________________________

18) List attorneys you would disqualify as arbitrators or attorneys you have contacted regarding this matter:__________________________________________________________________________

ON: _________________________________________________ ________________________

DATE CLIENT’S SIGNATURE
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